Bolton Estate Public Access Policy Statement

We warmly welcome everyone to enjoy the countryside and are grateful to the many visitors who
access the Estate responsibly and help to protect this special place. Access to green spaces and
nature is a hugely important public good, which we are committed to maximising, alongside
protecting nature, supporting rural livelihoods and keeping everyone safe. Where behaviour puts
people, livestock or wildlife at risk, we will take firm action to prevent harm and protect the safety
and enjoyment of others.

How we balance access

¢ Recreation and enjoyment of the countryside, including protecting tranquility and landscape
character along paths.

e Space for nature: enabling wildlife to nest, live and breed without disturbance, improving
opportunities to experience nature from rights of way.

e Safe and sustainable food production.

e Socio-economic benefits and livelihoods of farmers, foresters and other primary producers who work
on the land.

e Welfare of livestock on the Estate.

e Protection of biodiversity, including vulnerable ground-nesting birds and other sensitive habitats.

e Safety of visitors and minimising risks associated with land management activities (including
agriculture, forestry, fishing, quarrying and shooting where undertaken).

¢ (uiet enjoyment of the area by local residents.

e QOpportunities for different user groups (including horse riders, cyclists, cavers, canceists and others)
to enjoy the countryside safely and responsibly.

e Climate and resilience benefits, including carbon storage, woodland creation, natural flood
management and wildfire prevention.

Where access is allowed

Over half of The Estate is designated as Open Access under CRoW Act and there are numerous
footpaths across the remainder, which gives visual access to almost the entire Estate. Public access is
primarily provided via public rights of way and any signed permissive paths. Please follow on-site
signage and any temporary notices. Access beyond paths is only permitted where a legal right of
access applies or where the Estate has clearly indicated that it is allowed.

If you have a particular request for access or to carry out an activity somewhere that a right of way
does not exist, please contact the estate office and we will try to accommodate you.

Responsible access (code of conduct)

Thank you for helping us look after this special place. Please follow the guidance below so that
everyone can enjoy the Estate safely, wildlife can thrive, and farming and land management can
continue. If you choose not to follow this code, you may be asked to leave and, where appropriate,
incidents may be reported and access restrictions may be introduced.

e Keep to paths where possible and respect signs, gates, crops and field margins.

e Dogs must be under close control. Keep dogs on a lead around livestock and during the
ground-nesting bird season; always clear up after your dog.

¢ Leave no trace:take litter home and do not damage walls, fences, trees or habitats.



